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Jude 24-25 settles the issue of “salvation by grace — and grace alone” once and for all.
“Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious
presence without fault and with great joy — to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty,
power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!”
This is thrilling, but God does not stop there. He punctuates it with “Amen.” — “So be it.”

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.

Just as, in the natural realm, oil and water don’t mix — so also, in the spiritual realm,
the work of God (represented by oil) and the work of man (represented by water) don’t mix.
The fruit of the indwelling Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22) is supposed to bubble up in believers,
but it can’t manifest if they are double-minded about the “It is finished!” work of the cross.
Either Jesus paid it all or He didn’t. Either His blood washes white as snow or it doesn’t.

After Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden, they had two sons —
Cain and Abel. Genesis 4 tells the story of Cain’s anger that led to the murder of his brother
and God’s banishing him from His presence. Genesis 5 tells us that then Adam and Eve had
a third son, named Seth. Through his line came Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, and Enoch.
Genesis 5:24 declares: “And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.”

Hebrews 11:5 tells us: “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death.”
In other words, God treated this seventh generation differently from those that came before.
The verse finishes: “For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.”
If the circle rainbow is imagery of God’s timeline and we are the “seventh circle” generation,
then we ought to take a second look at Enoch. What does “walking” with God look like?

All we have to do is look at the numerous ministry opportunities in Sunday bulletins
to see what the Church thinks “working” for God is. And, with all the different praise styles
we can observe at the click of a TV remote, we think we know what “worshipping” God is.
But, “walking” with God is another matter. There are workers and worshippers everywhere
who still do not know that there is another, deeper dimension to being a believer in Jesus.
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